
Unfinished business.... 
the last 2% of the Pennine Bridleway

The Pennine Bridleway is one of fifteen National Trails in England 
and Wales. The National Trails website (http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/
pennine-bridleway) says that “The Pennine Bridleway offers horse 
riders, cyclists and walkers the opportunity to explore 205 miles of 
the Pennines' ancient packhorse routes, drovers roads and newly 
created bridleways”. Sadly, this isn’t quite true. Around Glossop and 
Charlesworth, horse riders and cyclists have to take to dangerous 
roads for about 5-6 miles. This situation means local and long distance 
horse riders are facing risks on the roads and that the Pennine 
Bridleway is not being used as much as it could be despite having cost 
taxpayers many millions of pounds.
This briefing explores why this situation has arisen. It describes how 
bureaucratic budget timing differences between Natural England (NE) 
and Derbyshire County Council (DCC) have led to tens of thousands of 
pounds of money supposedly dedicated to the project going unspent; 
how difficult the terrain is for the proposed route; how for part of it at 
least, a much cheaper equally enjoyable alternative exists; and how 
DCC are failing to take the initiative and work with partners to solve the 
problems.
This briefing comes from 2 organisations, SPEED1, based in 
Charlesworth, and Peak Horsepower2.

1SPEED was formed in 2012 following a tragic accident where a horse was killed and the rider seriously injured in 
Charlesworth.  This was on one of the roads riders have to take because of the failure to finish the Pennine Bridleway 
around Glossop.
2Peak Horsepower is a bridleways group affiliated to the BHS with over 300 members, and dedicated to working for safe 
off-road riding in the Peak District.

Background of the Pennine Bridleway
In September 1986, Mary Towneley highlighted the poor state of our 
bridleways and campaigned for a long-distance route for horse-riders 
by riding with two friends from Hexham in Northumberland to Ashbourne 
in Derbyshire.  This eventually led to the Pennine Bridleway being 
established.
The Pennine Bridleway was designed to provide a route for horse riders, 
whilst also being available to cyclists and walkers.  It is separate from the 
Pennine Way but runs down the spine of the country in a similar way from 
Kirkby Stephen in Cumbria to Middleton in Derbyshire. It is wonderful 
in concept, passing through stunning countryside and providing safe 
off-road riding not just for the minority of riders who complete the whole 
route, but the thousands of riders who access it daily to use parts of it.  
Circular routes off the Pennine Bridleway have been developed such 
as the Mary Towneley, Settle, Kinder and South Peak Loops. At a time 
when riding on roads is becoming more frightening and dangerous, the 
Pennine Bridleway should be a wonderful resource.  
The PBW was opened in stages with the ‘completed’ route being 
opened by Martin Clunes, President of the British Horse Society, in 
2012. However, 5 years on, a crucial 5-6 mile section from Tintwistle 
near Glossop to the southern end of the Monks Road near Charlesworth 
is still not finished and signs of progress are lacking. This leaves riders 

“the [dead end] route is fine to 
ride now albeit it that we would 
need to turn around and come 
back the same way.  It would give 
local riders a 40 minute return ride 
which would be great. The surface 
is overgrowing due to no usage and 
I do feel it would be beneficial even 
in the short term to ride the route 
if only to keep the surface clear.” 
Andrea, Charlesworth

Pennine Bridleway....

...near Glossop



Responsibility for the Pennine Bridleway
In 1999, Sport England awarded £1,841,876 towards the route and 
3 feeder routes. The Pennine Bridleway project team was appointed 
by the Countryside Agency which became part of Natural England. 
In partnership with the nine local authorities on the route, most of 
the additional funding has come from Natural England (via national 
government).  Each National Trail has a National Trail Officer who 
is responsible for overseeing its management and maintenance to 
nationally agreed standards.  Much of the work is undertaken by the local 
highway authority together with landowners and, often, with the help of 
volunteers. 
Derbyshire County Council is the local authority responsible for 
completing the Glossop section with funding from Natural England.

The unfinished section
The unfinished section of the PBW requires the construction of brand 
new bridleways over very difficult terrain in places. This includes a steep 
section through scrub and woodland and making an entirely new route 
through some other woods. Currently, part of the newly engineered 
bridleway comes to a dead end awaiting further construction which has 
seen no progress in the last 2 years. Local riders are not even allowed to 
use the dead end section of 2 miles, even though it would provide a very 
safe ‘there and back’ ride for many.

Is there an alternative?
Currently cyclists are advised to use alternative routes on roads including 
busy main roads in places. Horse riders are advised to use a horse box.
SPEED has made proposals for an alternative route which utilises part 
of the relatively newly constructed Trans-Pennine Trail and would not 
require the construction costs of a brand new bridleway, saving many 
thousands of pounds in construction costs. The alternative could help 
form a marvellous safe local circuit for riders from Charlesworth and 
Glossop.
There seems to be a reluctance to consider alternatives, partly because 
of the commitment to the construction which has taken place so far 
(the dead end bridleway) and the need for any changes to the official 
approved route to require the permission of the Secretary of State.

having to face busy roads including a section on the A626 and narrow 
unclassified roads including High Lane and Monks Road which have 
high volumes of traffic and are popular ‘rat runs’. The advice from 
National Trails is to have a horse box take you on this part of the route! 
For the many hundreds of local riders in the area who would like access 
to safer riding this isn’t much help. And if you’re a long distance rider you 
don’t have a horse box with you.

“I rode the length of the Pennine 
Bridleway in 2015. It was wonderful 
but when riding past Glossop I was 
really anxious. 
We were on busy main roads. There 
were large lorries and vans going 
at speed, anything could have 
happened. What a contrast from 
the peace of the rest of the ride”. 
Sue, Derbyshire.

"I would love to ride the whole 
route, but this road section is 
preventing me from riding. Its bad 
enough on a bike but too dangerous 
on a horse. An alternative would 
help walkers, cyclists and riders 
and make drivers much happier by 
getting us all out of the way" 
Gill, Matlock

Why the delay?
The excuses offered by DCC and NE are centred on budget cuts 
and bureaucratic difficulties over the timing of funding commitments.  
For example, NE only finalised their budget in July 2016 and offered 
£200K towards completion of the PBW. However, this funding was not 
taken up by DCC because it did not give them time to conduct the 
necessary surveys and tendering to allow work to take place.  Weather 
and ecological issues (ground nesting birds) mean there is only a short 
window when works can be undertaken (end August to end October), 
otherwise carrying works out during November to March can be 
hampered by winter weather conditions. Difficult terrain on unfinished section

Busy main roads......

....contrast with the rest of the ride



What needs to be done?
DCC and NE should agree to and implement  a three year funded plan to complete the Pennine Bridleway
DCC should take the initiative and develop a partnership with local and national groups to secure any 
additional funding that is needed.
DCC should consider whether an alternative route may provide a cheaper, quicker way to finish the 
Pennine Bridleway.
March, 2017

The drivers are impatient and 
the roads are used as a rat run 
to avoid Mottram moor. The 
sooner this stretch of bridle way is 
completed the safer it will be for all 
concerned” 
Gloria, Glossop

“I had a near miss with my horse 
when 2 drivers were involved in an 
altercation on Hargate road and 
my horse was driven into. 

“..we had to turn right onto Monks 
road, and  a car with two bikes 
attached to a frame on its roof 
came speedily up behind us. We 
ended up with two horses cantering 
dangerously along Monks road. I 
will not be riding this area again 
until that track is finished.” 
Caz, Hayfield

DCC seem unwilling to take the risk of getting prepared for undertaking 
the work subject to NE confirming its funding. NE have been unable or 
unwilling to be more flexible on budget timing and particularly will not  
making funding commitments for more than one year when longer term 
funding is obviously needed.
In addition, neither DCC nor NE has taken the initiative to develop part-
nerships to secure funding from outside sources.  DCC, as the highways 
agency have to be involved in any work on the PBW so no one else can 
do this without their involvement. 
Local groups are anxious to help where they can, either with volunteer la-
bour, identifying possible alternatives and support in securing additional 
funding from other sources. DCC has shown no interest in alternatives or 
working with the local community or riders more widely.  DCC is simply 
acting as a block on progress of any kind.

Let’s get the Pennine Bridleway 
finished!

www.speed.btck.co.uk
www.peakhorsepower.co.uk

Unfinished sections of PBW

suggested alternative/interim 
route

Approved route of PBW


